Exclude Iran!

We, the signatories of this petition, demand the exclusion of Iran from the FIFA Worldcup 2006 in Germany.

Statement of reasons:

We are deeply shocked and concerned about the anti-Israeli statements of Iran’s president Ahmadinejad. It’s not acceptable that one UN member state denies another UN member state the right of existence. The repeated abuses cannot be rated any longer as solitary clangers, but they have to be understood as systematic tests of how long tirades of hate against Israel will be accepted and tolerated by the world.

Ahmadinejad not only denies the Holocaust and the right of existence of Israel, but  explicitely he also calls up –met with cheering by his followers- to genocide and to a war of extermination against Israel. The democratic world, and in view of its history especially Germany, must not look on when the Jewish state –which is established by a majority decision of the UN- is threatened in such a way!

Condemnations of Iran’s statements and solidarity declarations in favor of Israel are necessary and important. However, there should not be only words. The participation of Iran’s national team would be an unbearable and wrong signal for Ahmadinejad and like-minded leaders in the Arab world who watch carefully how far they can go with their public statements. It would be also an unbearable and wrong signal for the people in Israel and all Jewish people who are right to expect absolute solidarity –in word and deed- when their right to exist and to live is denied and threatened.

The Worldcup is not only a sporting event but also a political one. The sportsmen will be seen as representatives of their countries. Not least this will be expressed in the national anthems and the flags of the countries. In passing the friendly match of FC Bayern Muenchen in Teheran, Iranian officials uttered played-down comments concerning the nuclear policy of their country. These have shown: Iran realizes very well how to use possibilities of propaganda which arise during sports events. One must not give Iran this stage. 
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